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New NATO Study Says Spending . 
I By Soviet on Military Has Slowedi 


BRUSSELS, Jan. 29 (Reuters) — A 
new NATO r epo rt says Soviet military 
spending has slowed over tbe last seven 
! years and asserts that previous West. 
; era estimates have exaggerated Mos- 
: cow’s arms buildup. 

P* taport, prepared by the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization ‘s Eco- 
nomic Committee, concludes thateince 
1976 M oscow's defense- outlays ihave 
grown at less than LS peraota-ytar 
after inflation, compared with A to S 
percent inthe early 1970’s. . 

The new report shows -that previous 
NATO estimates -of growth in ’Soviet 
arms spending were overstated. Last 
year's report said real annual jgrowth 
of at least 4 percent was continuing. 

■ The study comes after similar con. 
elusions last year hv the Central lntelli- 

gence -Agency , one of NASOis main 

s ources 01 imormation. THeHlA. favi . 
i ngs, which scaled down the agency's 
previous estimates 01 soviet military 
spending, led some experts to 353- 
assumptions behind President 
Reagan 's milita ry buildup .. ■ . 

Causes for Slowdown 

The new NATO study cites ' s eve ra l 
possible causes of tbe slowdown in 
arms procurement programs, indud- 

ing a general decline in the growth of 

productivity in tbe Soviet economy, 
supply problems and the 
complication of modem weapons. 

But it finds no evidence that Soviet 
leaders have formally decided .to slow 
down military growth. 

In tbe last three years “about as 
many systems have been in develop- 


ment as in each of tbe previous two dec- 
ades, M it says. > 

The estimates are based on assess- 
ments of bow much it would cost to 
produce each new piece of Soviet weap- 
onry spotted by 

Tbe NATO study says Mtko^^al 
military spending far exceeds tbe offi- 
cial defense budget figure, which gives 
tbe impression of constant or even de- 
clining spending since 1972. 

MOttary Spending Doubles UJ5. 

It estimates that in current prices, 
the Kre mlin spends between 14 and 16 
percent of its gross national product on 
t he mi litary, compared with around 3 
percent in most European NATO na- 
tions and 6 percent in the United States. 

The report notes that despite the de- 
cline in the arms growth rate, the 
Soviet Union produced large quantities 
of new military equipment in tbe late 
1970’s and early 1980’s, including about 
2,500 ballistic missiles, €,000 combat 
and interceptor .aircraft and nearly 
15,000 tanks. 

In addition, Moscow has improved 
existing we a pons ^systems, incl uding 
its strategic nuclear forces, the study 
says. 

It stresses that even with a slower 
rate of arms spending growth, tbe 
Soviet Union will continue to build up 
its military ^strength in the coming 
years. 


The study was delivered to a NATO 
ministerial meeting last month but no 
details of it were made public at that 
time. An unclassified summary of'its 
findin g s has now been issued toy some 
European NATO delegations. 
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